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Tools	  for	  IBIS	  
 
From the initial conception of Issue Based Information Systems (IBIS,) in the 
1970’s, it was understood that for any problems beyond fairly small ones, some 
type of computer support (a “tool”) would be required.  This section provides a 
brief overview of the tools that are currently available for capturing and 
maintaining IBIS. 
 

Word	  Processing	  Software	  
 
Examples of Word Processing software that can be used to create IBIS 
structures (indented text IBIS or itIBIS) are Microsoft Word®, Open Office 
Writer®, and Google Docs®.  
 
The advantage of this type of software is the ease of use, familiarity and 
availability.  Every PC and almost every other ‘smart’ device you might handle 
has some type of text capturing capability that can be used for this purpose. 
 
However, complicated problems can require a large number of levels of 
indentation, which wastes paper or screen space.  You might consider using a 
landscape layout to minimize this, as it fits better on most screens and wastes 
less paper if you print the file.  
 
Another issue with the use of text files is that complicated problems can generate 
a lot of pages and potentially a lot of files.  Which may make it hard to find things. 
 
 

Mind	  Mapping	  Software	  
 
With some configuration, most off-the-shelf mind mapping software can provide a 
visual representation of the IBIS components and their relationships, which is 
called a map.   
 
Examples of Mind Mapping Software include: 
 

! MindManager  (http://www.mindjet.com/products/mindmanager) 
1. MindManager is a desktop app that runs on Windows and Mac OS.  If 

you work for a company that uses it, you may already have this 
available as a corporate application.  Unfortunately, the price to 
purchase as an individual is not low. 
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! MindMeister (http://www.mindmeister.com/) 
2. MindMeister is an online app which is available on a wide variety of 

devices including iPhone, and Android devices.  While not free, the 
price is reasonable.  

 
To our knowledge, no off-the-shelf Mind Mapping software has IBIS components 
already configured, although most seem to have the capability of defining or 
‘reusing’ components designed for other purposes that can be used to build IBIS 
structures. 
 
Because of the difference in the design goals, very large complicated IBIS 
structures may not be well supported in the standard Mind Mapping software. 
 
 

Compendium	  
 
Compendium is open-source, free software that was designed to provide a visual 
representation of components and their relationships.  It was designed to support 
IBIS, as well as other types of maps. 
 
Compendium works well with large amounts of IBIS information; and is the only 
readily available type of software that supports a function which allows an IBIS 
map to be built and reused in multiple locations without creating multiple copies 
of the original map, and suffering from all of the problems that entails. 
 
On the slightly less positive side, Compendium is fairly old research software.  It 
is based on an old style of user interaction which can seem ‘clunky’ to people 
who are used to more modern interfaces.   Also, it does not have a full-blown 
commercial development staff around to fix problems or add enhancements. 
 
In spite of those limitations, Compendium probably represents the best platform 
for doing large-scale IBIS maps. 
 
A company that the author works with, CogNexus Group, provides training in the 
use of Compendium for IBIS mapping.  The introductory course is 
 

C2: Introduction to Compendium: Using Compendium for Critical 
Thinking 

 
CogNexus Group has created a version of Compendium (1.7.1) to more easily 
support groups of people working together on maps.  This version of 
Compendium also contains some usability updates. 
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If you are interested in experimenting with the Compendium 1.7.1 software, 
please contact CogNexus directly using the following email address: 
info@cognexusgroup.com.  In your email indicate  
 

1. That you are reading this book and would like to try using 
Compendium on your own 

2. Which operating system you are using (Mac OS, Windows 7, Windows 
8 or Windows XP)  

 
We will get back to you with the URL for an appropriate download. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
If you start searching the Internet for Compendium software, you will find at least 
two versions of Compendium available, other than the CogNexus Compendium 
1.7.1 version: 
 

1. Compendium 2.0 is available from the Compendium Institute.  The 
added functionality in 2.0 does not improve its use for IBIS mapping, 
and migration to the CogNexus version 1.7.1, should it be desired in 
the future will not be possible.   Please note that the Compendium 
Institute is doing no further development on this software, and may not 
have resources to answer your questions.  
 

2. Compendium NG (Next Generation) is a complete redevelopment of 
the Compendium software that is being done by a group of volunteer 
developers.   As of October 2015, is a “work in progress” and not yet a 
complete implementation of Compendium’s functionality.  There are a 
number of usability and performance issues that have been reported.   
This is quite normal and expected, since this software is not complete 
yet.   While I am very supportive of the effort to redevelop 
Compendium using more modern software technology, I currently 
suggest that you do not try to use Compendium NG unless you are 
very familiar with software technology and are willing to work directly 
with the developers to resolve issues.  

 

Glyma	  
 
Glyma (pronounced “glimmer”) was developed by Seven Sigma Business 
Solutions, in Australia, to address some specific issues they had with using 
Compendium with their clients.  Seven Sigma Business Solutions is a partner of 
CogNexus Group. 
 
Although the tool is somewhat like Compendium, and has the ability to import 
Compendium maps, it is a completely new implementation.  There are two 
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options for use: (1) Install Glyma on your own server running SharePoint 2010 
and 2013 or (2) Run Glyma on Seven Sigma servers with cloud access. 
 
Because the tool was designed primarily for corporate clients, it may not be as 
useful for individuals.  We mention it here in case you have a business setting 
that might benefit from it. 
 
For additional information, see http://www.glyma.co/  
 
 
 


